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Mortality in January, 190 % — Yellow fever. 

During the month of January there were 92 deaths from all causes 
in Panama, giving an annual death rate of 61.33, based upon the esti- 
mated population of 18,000. The months of February and March are 
considered to be the most healthy of the year. On another sheet are 
given the complete list of deaths, as obtained by me. Some of the 
diagnoses are entirely unsatisfactory, not indicating the cause of death. 

Causes of death in Panama, Republic of Panama, month of January, 1904. 



Albuminuria 2 

Abscess 1 

Apoplexy 1 

Beriberi 4 

Burns 1 

Colie 9 

Childbirth 1 

Cachexia, yellow 1 

Dropsy 2 

Drowned 1 

Diarrhea 3 

Dysentery 6 

Dyspepsia 1 

Fever 9 

Fever, intermittent 5 

Hemorrhage 1 



Heart disease 

Inanition 1 

Insanity 2 

Killed by train 1 

Liver disease 1 

Meningitis 1 

Natural causes 9 

Old age l 

Pneumonia 1 

Pneumonia, broncho 

Paralvsis 3 

Stillborn 2 

Tuberculosis 13 

Unknown 2 

Whooping cough 

Yellow fever 4 



Estimated population, 18,000; annual rate, 61.33. 

Government measures for prevention of smallpox — Free vaccination. 

I have the honor to make the following report of the work being 
done here by the Panama Government in protecting people from 
smallpox by a general free vaccination. 

For many years the Republic of Colombia maintained in the Depart- 
ment of Panama an official vaccinator, but there are no records to 
show the work done by him. On April 30, 1903, another official 
vaccinator was appointed who has done good work and kept a record 
of those protected by successful vaccinations, the record showing the 
name, age, sex, and residence of the person. 

The number of vaccinations for this period seems extremely small, 
only 2,747 for the entire Republic of Panama, and of this number only 
145 are residents of Panama, the others being in Colon and other 
small towns along the railroad across the Isthmus. 

Those vaccinated are required to return at the end of eight days, 
that it may be ascertained if the vaccination was successful, and if not, 
they are revaccinated several times at the end of eight-day periods, 
until the " take " is good. In the future those who have successful 
vaccinations will be given certificates. 

Circular of instructions to physicians and druggists in regard to noti- 
fication of contagious diseases. 

REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. 



Decree No. II of January 21, 1904- — A measure of police precaution. 

The board of provisional government, Republic of Panama, by the 
authority with which it is invested; and whereas, 

First. Recognizing the dispositions actually in force regarding 
sanitation as deficient and inefficacious by reason of the difficulties met 
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with by the authorities in their efforts to opportunely learn of the 
existence of contagious diseases; and, 

Second,. It being indispensable to decree police measures tending to 
correct these evils with the agreement of the professors of medicine 
and their assistant, there is decreed: 

Article 1. All physicians called to assist a patient suffering with 
an}' contagious disease which could give rise to the propagation of an 
epidemic must give immediate notice of such case to the president of 
the national board of health or the inspector-general of public health, 
if the case occurs in the city of Panama, or to the prefects of the other 
provinces if the case occurs in the capitals thereof, or to the mayors 
in all of the other districts of the Republic. 

Art. 2. All druggists who, by any^ means, learn of the existence of 
any disease such as is treated of in the preceding article, either in the 
place where they do business or in any other place, must give notice 
thereof immediately to the authorities hereinbefore mentioned. 

Art. 3. The physician failing to carry out the obligations imposed 
by the preceding articles will be punished by the cancellation of his 
permission to practice his profession for a period of from three to six 
months. 

This penalty will be imposed only after the fact has been proven 
before the authorities before whom the declaration should have been 
made as above referred to. An appeal from any such decision can be 
made to the ministry of government or before the office which may 
have charge of public health under other regulations. 

This decree will be enforced from and after its publication. Let it 
be communicated and published. 

Given in Panama, January 21, 1904. 

J. A. Arango. 
Thomas Arrias. 
Fredrico Boyd. 

philippine islands. 

Reports from Manila — Quarantinable diseases at Manila. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, December 29 and January 8, 
as follows: 

The number of quarantinable diseases reported in Manila during the 
week ended December 19, 1903, is as follows: 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Cholera . . . 
Smallpox . 
Plague 



6 6 

1 

i ! i 



Week ended December 26, 1903: 



Deaths. 

Cholera 1 1 

Smallpox 1 2 

Plague 




